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Report  of  the  Council  for  the  Year  1911. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  Sociological  Society  has  con- 
tinued to  pursue  its  double  aim — in  the  first  place  studying  the 
structure  and  evolution  of  the  social  organism,  the  building  up  of 
Sociology,  and  secondly  applying  scientific  knowledge  to  practical 
questions  of  the  day.  This  has  been  done  in  various  ways — chiefly 
by  means  of  papers  and  discussions  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society 
and  of  the  issue  of  the  Sociological  Review^  but  also  through  the  work 
of  the  Students'  Groups  and  the  Cities  Committee,  and  by  taking 
part  in  the  first  Universal  Races  Congress  at  the  University  of 
London.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  meetings  given  below  that 
many  subjects  of  theoretical  and  practical  importance  were  treated 
in  the  papers  read  during  the  year,  the  majority  being  concerned 
with  the  religious,  political,  or  economic  position  under  various 
forms  of  civilisation.  Two  dealt  specifically  with  the  difficult 
question  of  racial  adjustment  in  modern  states  ;  three  papers  were 
devoted  to  economic  subjects  from  the  sociological  point  of  view — 
and  upon  one  of  these.  Sir  George  Paish's  paper  on  Savings  and  the 
Social  Welfare,"  the  Society  published  in  its  journal  a  discussion  of 
a  highly  representative  character  which  aroused  interest  in  al 
quarters  of  the  world. 

The  increasing  interest  in  questions  of  social  reform,  the 
multitude  of  schemes  for  social  amelioration,  the  very  enthusiasm 
aroused  by  many  of  these  proposals,  render  all  the  more  necessary 
the  existence  of  a  Society  which,  without  in  any  way  checking 
the  generous  ardour  of  reformers,  may  apply  a  consideration  at 
once  friendly  and  impartial,  broad,  sympathetic  and  scientific  to  all 
the  questions  of  the  day,  not  discountenancing  active  efforts  for 
social  progress,  but  viewing  these  efforts  in  the  light  of  social  science 
and  of  society  as  a  whole.  The  Sociological  Society  seeks  to  do  this  : 
to  put  the  knowledge  of  social  evolution  at  the  disposal  of  the  zeal 
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for  social  welfare.  In  order  to  perform  this  office  it  is  especially 
necessary  that  it  should  keep  an  independent  position  amid  propa- 
ganda and  parties.  The  best  sign  of  this  independence  is  to  be 
found  in  the  list  of  the  Society's  presidents.  The  first,  Mr.  James 
Bryce,  was  a  statesman  holding  a  prominent  place  in  one  of  the 
great  parties  of  the  state  ;  our  president  at  this  moment  is  Mr. 
Balfour,  for  long  the  leader  of  the  other  great  party,  both  of  them 
alike  eminent  in  the  world  of  action  and  the  world  of  thought.  The 
intermediate  presidents  have  been  Lord  Avebury,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  sociologists  on  the  anthropological  side  ;  Sir  Edward 
Brabrook,  who  after  a  long  career  in  the  Civil  Service,  and  with  a 
great  reputation  as  a  statistician,  for  several  years  served  the 
Council  as  its  chairman,  and  Mr.  Frederic  Harrison,  one  of  the  chief 
exponents  in  this  country  of  the  principles  and  methods  of  the 
founder  of  Sociology.  Such  a  list  is  in  itself  a  guarantee  of  inde- 
pendence and  freedom  from  bias  of  party. 

MEETINGS  AND  PAPERS. 

The  number  of  meetings  for  papers  and  discussions  held  during 
the  year  was  somewhat  larger  than  usual,  and  the  Council  records 
with  pleasure  that  the  attendance  of  members  and  visitors  was  con- 
siderably more  than  the  average  of  previous  years.  The  experiment, 
begun  in  January  191 1,  of  holding  about  half  of  the  ordinary  meetings 
in  the  afternoon,  has  been  thoroughly  justified,  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  think  that  the  alternation  of  afternoon  and  evening  lectures 
is  the  best  possible  arrangement  for  the  convenience  of  members  as  a 
whole.  The  following  is  the  list  of  meetings  during  the  Spring 
Term  : — 

February  7th,  Afternoon. — Sir  Francis  Younghusband,  K.C.I.E. : 
"  Lamaism  in  Tibet "  ;  Sir  George  Birdwood  in  the  chair.  The 
paper  was  published  in  the  Sociological  Review  for  April  191 1. 

February  21st,  Evening. — Dr.  C.  W.  Saleeby  :  "  The  Founda- 
tions of  Eugenics  "  ;  Mr.  S.  H.  Swinny  in  the  chair. 

March  7th,  Afternoon. — Mr.  Henry  W.  Wolff  :  "  Co-operative 
Credit"  ;  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  in  the  chair.  Published  in  the 
Sociological  Review  for  April  191 1. 

March  21st,  Evening. — Annual  General  Meeting,  followed  by  an 
address  from  Professor  L.  T.  Hobhouse  on  The  Value  and  Limita- 
tions of  Eugenics"  ;  Mr.  S.  H.  Swinny  in  the  chair.  Published  in  the 
Sociological  Review  for  October  191 1. 

April  4th,  Evening. — Dr.  D.  S.  Margoliouth  :  "  The  Universal 
Races  Congress" ;  Sir  Edward  Brabrook  in  the  chair.  Published  in 
the  Sociological  Review  for  July  191 1. 
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May  2nd,  Afternoon. — Mr.  (now  Sir)  George  Paish  :  "  Savings 
and  the  Social  Welfare"  ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Cole,  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  in  the  chair.  This  paper  formed  the  basis  of  a  discussion  in 
the  Sociological  Review  for  July  1911  (reprinted  as  a  shilling  pamphlet) 
to  which  a  number  of  well-known  economists  and  sociologists 
contributed. 

July  i8th.  Evening.— Dr.  W.  E.  Burghardt  DuBois  :  "The 
Economics  of  Negro  Emancipation  in  the  United  States  "  ;  Sir  Sydney 
Olivier,  K.C.M.G.,  Governor  of  Jamaica,  in  the  chair.  Published  in  the 
Sociological  Review  for  October  1911. 

The  papers  and  lectures  during  the  autumn  were  : — 

October   17th,   Evening. — Mr.   Gerald   Stanley  Lee  :    "  The 

Bearing  of  Social  Imagination  upon  Wealth"  ;  Mr.  I.  Zangwill  in  the 

chair. 

October  21st,  Afternoon. — Dr.  Gilbert  Slater  :  "  The  Univer- 
sities and  the  Democracy"  ;  the  late  Dr.  R.  D.  Roberts  in  the  chair. 
Published  in  the  Sociological  Review  for  January  191 2. 

November  14th,  Evening. — Principal  A.  E.  Garvie,  D.D.  : 
"  Contemporary  Social  Developments  in  Canada"  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Mac- 
kinder,  M.P.,  in  the  chair.  Published  in  the  Sociological  Review  for 
January  191 2. 

November  28th,  Afternoon. — Mr.  G.  P.  Gooch  :  "  Histories 
and  Historians  of  Civilisation";  Professor  L.  T.  Hobhouse  in  the 
chair. 

December  12th,  Evening. — Miss  Mabel  Atkinson  :  "Domestic 
Life  and  the  Consumption  of  Wealth  :  The  Economic  Method  of 
Le  Play"  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Hobson  in  the  chair.  Published  in  the  Sociological 
Review  for  January  191 2. 

SUMMARY  OF  BALANCE  SHEET. 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  the  hope  was  expressed  that,  as  the 
result  of  the  re-arrangement  in  regard  to  the  Secretary  and  Honorary 
Secretary,  the  Society  would  be  able  to  show  on  the  ensuing  year's 
working  that  the  income  had  become  adequate  to  meet  the  demands  of 
expenditure.  This  hope  has  been  practically  fulfilled  with  respect  to 
the  activities  of  the  Society  apart  from  the  journal.  In  the  report  for 

1909  the  Council  had  to  report  a  deficit  of  ;^I04  7s.  jd.  ;  in  that  for 

1 910  the  deficit  was  ^57  5s.  id.  ;  last  year  it  was  almost  non-existent, 
being  only  2s.  i  id. — a  result  which,  the  Council  is  assured,  will  be 
accepted  as  gratifying  evidence  that  the  affairs  of  the  Society  are 
administered  with  the  greatest  possible  regard  to  economy.  The 
Society's  total  indebtedness  at  the  end  of  191 1  was  ^£162  15s.  7d. 
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THE  "SOCIOLOGICAL  REVIEW." 

Since  its  establishment  in  1908,  the  accounts  of  the  Sociological 
Review  have  been  kept  separately  from  those  of  the  Society,  mainly 
for  the  reason  that  the  publication  of  the  quarterly  journal  necessi- 
tated the  maintenance  of  a  guarantee  fund.  This  was  renewed  at  the 
end  of  1910,  the  second  guarantee  fund  being  required  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  journal  from  January  191 1,  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
volume.  It  is  recognised  that  a  quarterly  Review,  on  the  existing 
plan  and  under  present  circumstances,  cannot  be  self-supporting, 
since  the  sales  outside  the  membership  of  the  Society  are  of  necessity 
small ;  but  the  Council  regards  the  continuance  of  the  journal  as  a 
practically  indispensable  condition  of  the  Society's  existence  and 
work. 

THE  UNIVERSAL  RACES  CONGRESS. 

A  notable  event  with  which  the  Sociological  Society  was  some- 
what closely  associated  during  the  year  under  report  was  the  First 
Universal  Races  Congress,  held  at  the  University  of  London,  July 
26th-29th.  The  International  General  Committee  included  many  of 
our  members,  and  several  had  places  upon  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  Congress.  The  Council  of  the  Sociological  Society  was  directly 
represented  on  the  Congress  Executive  by  Mr.  S.  H.  Swinny,  Professor 
Geddes,  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary.  Dr.  Caldecott 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  meetings  and  contributed  to  the  trans- 
actions a  paper  on  "  The  Influence  of  Missions."  Other  members  of 
the  Sociological  Society  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings  were  Mr. 
J.  M.  Robertson,  M.P.,  who  opened  the  second  session  with  a  paper 
on  "  The  Rationale  of  Autonomy"  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Hobson,  whose  paper 
on  "  The  Opening  of  Markets  and  Countries,"  took  a  leading  place  in 
the  section  devoted  to  special  problems  in  inter-racial  economics  ; 
the  late  Sister  Nivedita,  who  contributed  a  paper  on  The  Present 
Position  of  Women,"  dealing  mainly  with  women  in  the  Eastern 
world  ;  and  the  Hon,  G.  K.  Gokhale,  CLE.,  whose  subject  was 
"  East  and  West  in  India." 

THE  CITIES  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  year  under  report  the  activities  of  the  Cities  Com- 
mittee have  been  merged  in  those  of  the  Cities  and  Town  Planning 
Exhibition  Committee,  which  was  formed  at  the  end  of  1910,  with  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Burns  as  president  and  Professor  Geddes  as  con- 
vener, for  the  organisation  of  a  typical  Cities  Exhibition  to  be  shown 
in  the  principal  centres  of  the  kingdom.  After  being  arranged  at 
Crosby  Hall,  in  the  early  part  of  191 1,  the  collection  was  made  the 
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nucleus  of  exhibitions  in  Edinburgh,  DubHn,  and  Belfast,  all  of  which 
achieved  a  satisfactory  measure  of  success  ;  and  proposals  have  since 
been  under  discussion  for  the  holding  of  a  larger  and  more  compre- 
hensive exhibition  during  the  year  191 3. 

STUDENTS'  GROUPS. 

The  Students'  Group,  which  was  formed  two  years  ago  from  the 
audience  at  one  of  Mr.  Branford's  University  Extension  courses,  has 
continued  to  meet  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  and  has  been  engaged 
on  a  course  of  socio-historical  study.  In  the  latter  part  of  191 1 
steps  were  taken  towards  the  formation  of  a  group  for  the  study  of, 
Social  Psychology,  in  which  a  considerable  number  of  the  Society's 
members  are  especially  interested.  The  group  began  its  work  with 
Dr.  William  Brown,  of  King's  College,  London  University,  as  leader, 
and  Miss  M.  E.  Robinson  as  hon.  secretary,  and  from  the  beginning 
the  meetings  have  attracted  a  large  and  eager  body  of  students  and 
the  support  of  several  prominent  writers  on  and  teachers  of  Social 
Psychology. 

OBITUARY. 

During  the  year  the  Society  has  lost  by  death  a  number  of 
members,  several  of  whom  have  been  associated  with  its  work  from 
the  beginning,  while  more  than  one  had  attained  eminence  in  science 
or  public  life.  Sir  Francis  Galton,  whose  early  papers  on  Eugenics 
reached  the  world  through  the  Sociological  Society,  passed  away  at  a 
great  age  in  January.  The  now  world-wide  interest  in  the  problems 
of  Eugenics  may  be  said  to  have  begun  with  the  notable  discussions 
on  Sir  Francis  Galton' s  papers  (in  volumes  i  and  2  of  Sociological 
Papers)^  and  the  same  origin  is  attributable  to  the  Galton  Eugenics 
Laboratory,  which  has  lately  become  a  richly  endowed  department 
of  the  University  of  London. 

The  Bishop  of  Gibraltar  (the  Right  Rev.  W.  E.  ColHns,  D.D.) 
died  in  May.  In  October  died  Mr.  J.  M.  Ludlow,  the  veteran  pioneer 
of  co-partnership  in  industry,  and  Miss  Margaret  Noble  (Sister 
Nivedita),  of  Calcutta,  author  of  ^he  Web  of  Indian  Life  and  of 
many  related  studies  of  Indian  society  and  thought. 

Dr.  R.  D.  Roberts,  an  original  member,  died  in  December.  Dr. 
Roberts  was  a  constant  and  generous  helper  of  the  Society,  and  to 
him  chiefly  was  due  the  recognition  of  Sociology  and  Civics  in  the 
curriculum  of  the  Extension  Department  of  the  University  of  London. 
Brief  notices  of  the  work  of  most  of  these  members  have  been 
pubHshed  in  the  Sociological  Review. 
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THE  SOCIOLOGICAL  REVIEW." 

The  Sociological  Review,  the  organ  of  the  Sociological  Society,  is 
published  quarterly  on  the  15th  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October, 
and  is  supplied  to  members  of  the  Society  free  of  charge.  The  price 
to  non-members  is  2s.  6d.  net,  quarterly  ;  annual  subscription,  post 
free,  lis.  6d. 
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Miss  Mabel  Atkinson. 
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Dr.  J.  Lionel  Tayler. 

Professor  E.  J.  Urwick. 

Professor  Westermarck. 

Mr.  J.  Martin  White. 

Sir  Francis  Younghusband. 

EDITOR  : 

Mr.  S.  K.  Ratcliffe,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Sociological  Society. 

PRINCIPAL  CONTENTS  OF  VOL.  IV. 
JANUARY. 

The  Highways  of  England.    George  Montagu. 
Sociology  and  its  Racial  Applications.    Dr.  J.  Lionel  Tayler. 
Dr.  Frazer  on  Totemism  and  Exogamy.    Dr.  A.  C.  Haddon. 
Mr.  Rowntree's  Survey  of  Belgium.    Dr.  Gilbert  Slater. 

APRIL. 

The  State  and  English  Education.    Professor  M.  E.  Sadler. 

Lamaism  in  Tibet.    Sir  Francis  Younghusband. 

Co-operative  Credit.    Henry  W.  Wolff. 
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